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Terrorist  blast  claims  missionary's  life 

RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  A  Southern  outside  the  arrival  mentoring  them  in  their 


mentoring  them  in  their 
roles." 

His  wife,  meanwhile, 
likewise  has  been  devoted 
to  missions.  "She  was  con¬ 
stantly  preparing  for  and 
leading  devotional  life 
conferences  for  the  women 
there,"  Gregory  said. 

Warren,  in  Willard,  Mo., 
said  the  Stevenses  are 
"very  close  to  our  heart." 
The  couple  has  spoken 
several  times  at  the 
church,  he  said,  and  a 
Vacation  Bible  School 
offering  was  used  to  buy 
them  cell  phones  so  they 
can  talk  wnen  he  is  minis¬ 
tering  to  indigenous  peo¬ 
ple  in  remote  regions. 


'o  Since  1877 


Church,  sister  Mission  leaders  have 

church  of  Hyde  been  touched  by  expres- 

Immanuel.  7  sions  of  sympathy  that 

A  former  music  teacher,  Hyde  served  have  come  from  all  across  tne  count™, 
in  church  and  leadership  development,  said  Mississippian  Jerry  Rankin,  IMB 
He  and  his  wife  Lyn  Gage  Hyde  were  President  Jerry  Rankin, 
appointed  by  IMB  in  October  1978.  The  "We  are  deeply  moved  by  the  massive 
Hydes  have  two  grown  sons,  Timothy  outpouring  of  support  from  Southern 
and  Steven.  Baptists  for  our  International  Mission 

Bill  Hyde  had  met  the  Stevens  family  Board  family  as  we  grieve  the  death  of 
at  the  airport  as  they  returned  from  a  Bill  Hyde,"  Rankin  said.  "Bill  and  his 
family  trip.  Mark  and  Barbara  Stevens  wife  Lyn  were  personal  friends  whose 
were  appointed  as  missionaries  in  vibrant  faith  was  an  inspiration  and 
September  2000.  Mark  Stevens  is  a  blessing  to  all  who  knew  them, 
church  planter,  while  Barbara  Stevens 
has  served  as  a  church  and  home  out- 

reach  worker.  W.  Iry  .,.■.-5^ 

Barbara  Stevens  was  injured  by  BppF  ""V 
shrapnel  in  her  left  side  and  foot  and  £ 

was  released  from  the  hospital.  Timr 

Warren,  pastor  of  the  church  where  sheLJ^^'vl  T%|  lr  ffj  Jj|f  ’Jw  " 
grew  up,  First  Church  in  Willard,  Mo., ■  ;;  4!  ’%■ 

said  a  prayer  chain  was  activated  i 

around  n:30  a.m.  March  4  with  a  spe-  if  \  j  ...fT f  ajEWk 

cial  focus  on  Stevens'  son,  who  has  a  .kl-'w  v 

bleeding  disorder.  :  r" 

The  bleeding  just  miraculously  I'C"- 

stopped ,  Warren  told  The  Pathway (  (W.  Ilf!’ 

newsjournal  of  the  Missouri  Baptist  H  fie  - m  * ' ' vj 
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Alcohol's  awful  price,  paid  in  full 

f^,8y d'4*s,“  ^yi^wherat;,sanid, i  ^  March  15. 2003 

A.  bedside  clock  read  12:05  a.m.,  and  the  was  only  a  matter  of  minutes 
ringing  seemed  to  be  getting  ever  more  before  Michael  s  mother  pulled 

desperate  as  I  moved  cautiously  toward  into  our  driveway  and  stag-  Z 

the  front  door  of  our  house.  gered  to  our  front  door.  •  _®§S|| 

When  I  turned  on  the  outside  light  and  Michael  s  mother  cursed  him  ’  ’  ** 
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I  prayed  that  Michael  would  |  g 

not  rail  prey  to  the  generational 

cycle  of  addiction  and  violence  that  so  For  Michael  and  millions  of  children  just 

often  haunts  alcoholic  families.  I  prayed  like  him,  alcohol  brings  nothing  but  misery 
for  Michael's  salvation,  and  that  the  Lord  and  destruction  —  of  which  we  whole- 
would  find  a  way  to  reach  him  through  the  hearted  ly  approve,  from  which  we  avert 
confusion  and  insecurity  of  his  life  situa-  our  eyes  for  the  few  pieces  of  silver 
tion.  I  prayed  that  He  would  use  me,  as  He  euphemistically  known  as  tax  revenue, 
wills,  to  accomplish  that  purpose.  Let  none  of  us  be  fooled.  God  is  not 

I  prayed  for  empowerment  to  keep  my  impressed  with  alcohol's  "benefits."  He 
home  free  of  the  influence  of  the  Evil  One,  doesn't  care  about  the  tax  advantages, 
so  that  children  like  Michael  will  continue  What  He  does  care  about  is  every  hair  on 
to  think  of  it  as  a  refuge.  I  prayed  for  Michael's  head  and  for  the  millions  of 
Godliness  and  purity  in  my  own  lire.  other  children  in  Michael's  situation. 

Most  of  all  f  prayed  for  the  scourge  of  One  day,  He  will  ask  each  of  us  why  we 
alcohol  to  be  removed  from  our  land,  stood  silently  while  so  many  of  His  chil- 
because  there  has  never  been  a  drop  of  alco-  dren  were  destroyed  by  legalized  alcohol, 
hoi  consumed  for  which  someone  like  If  that  reality  aoesn  t  drive  you  to  your 
Michael  has  not  paid  the  awful  price  in  full,  knees  before  Almighty  God,  what  will? 
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child's  friends  well  enough  to 
talk  freely  to  them.  Be  thought¬ 
ful  of  any  sudden  change  in 
your  child’s  friends,  especially 
from  a  "good”  friend  to  a  "baa" 
friend.  (No,  I'm  not  politically 
correct.  Trust  me;  there  are  "baa” 
people  out  there.) 

Fourth,  be  a  good  example. 
Don’t  expect  your  child  to  be 
drug-free  when  they  see  you 

1 _ I  _  J ,1. 


When  I  was  in  the  second 
grade,  my  teacher 
wrote  to  my  parents:  "Timmy 
needs  to  learn  there  is  more  to 
life  than  guns  and  detectives." 
At  age  41, 1  continue  my  call  to 
serve  others  as  a  20-year  Agent 
of  the  Mississippi  Bureau  of 
Narcotics  (1  Peter  4:10). 

Part  of  my  service  means  get- 
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the  parking  lot 

By  Tim  Rutledge,  member 
First  Church,  Madison 
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ting  almost  weekly  calls  from 
Christian  parents  whose  chil¬ 
dren  have  fallen  to  the  tempta¬ 
tion  of  using  drugs.  They  don't 
understand  why  their  child 
failed.  They  had  discussed  drug  bad.  I  am  saying  we  all  have  a 
use  with  them,  they  took  their  very  real,  a  very  clear,  and  a 
children  to  churcn  regularly,  very  present  problem.  What  do 
and  now  they  were  hit  so  hard  we  do?  Though  there  is  not  one 
and  so  unexpectedly.  answer,  there  are  solutions. 

Substance  Abuse  Sunday  First,  your  children  should 
will  be  observed  March  15  in  know  that  using  drugs  is 
the  churches  of  the  Southern  wrong  (2  Corinthians  7:1;  1 
Baptist  Contention.  Everyone  Corinthians  6:19-20;  Romans 
should  realize  that  drug  use  13:1-5;  Ephesians  5:18). 
among  teenagers  is  prevalent.  Secondly,  the  parent  should 
There  are  drugs  at  nightclubs,  know  what  to  look  for.  There 
house  parties,  schools,  and  yes,  are  free  classes  available  to 
even  our  churches.  teach  parents  the  signs  and 

One  child  obtained  marijua-  symptoms  of  drug  use;  anyone 
na  for  the  first  time  on  a  church  interested  in  those  classes  can 
parking  lot  following  call  me  at  (800)  844-6272  of 
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Corinthians  15:33:  "Do  not  be  cover  in  Cleveland  where  I  met 
misled:  Bad  company  corrupts  Jim  Street  while  he  waspastor- 

food  character."  (also  2  Peter  ing  First  Church,  Cleveland.  I 
:17;  1  Thessalonians  5:7-8;  have  a  quote  of  his  on  my  office 
Proverbs  4:14-15).  wall:  "Tne  love  of  a  parent  can 

Follow  up  statements  of  your  never  be  returned  —  only 
child's  whereabouts  with  pnone  handed  down."  My  prayer  is 
calls.  Know  the  parents  of  your  just  this  for  your  children. 
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Chaplains  predicting  'golden  opportunity' 


BAPTISTS 


The 
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Front  Page 


the  mess  hall,  and  the  barber-  Hk&BijPV  v  /  |  jm  *  -  V  '****>£ 

shop  the  motor  pool  and  sleep  Pjjfc^.-  H 

tent  he  said.  "All  1  have  to  do  ■jg£>A--'  \  '’OCrA*  'X\JT>.  (  ,  ' 

is  show  up,  and  someone  wants  L  '*»ai  gJts  -V.w 

to  talk  to  me  about  Jesus 

In  e-mail  reports  to  friends  DESERT  BIBLE  STUDY  —  Southern  Baptist  chaplain  Maj.  Keith  Kilgore  (standing)  leads  an  informal  Friday 
and  prayer  partners,  Kilgore  night  Bible  study  on  a  U.S.  Army  base  in  Kuwait,  as  more  than  300,000  American  and  British  troops  prepare 

reported  five  individuals  **--  »:» — * - * - J - *- mn-L — ' 

accepted  Christ  one  Sunday  fol¬ 
io  wine  a  sermon  on  "WL- 
Shoula  God  Bless  America?1 

A  recent  Washington  Post  arti¬ 
cle  on  the  upsurge  of  spiritual 
interest  gives  a  firsthand  report 
from  one  of  Kilgore’s  services  in 
the  desert.  A 


iy  tine  spiritual.  They  want  to  get  men  and  women  are  coming  to  ^  _ 

right  with  God."  know  Jesus  Christ  as  their  per- 

1-  Southern  Baptist  chaplain  sonal  Lord  and  Savior." 

>iritual  Michael  D.  Brown,  writing  from  Navy  chaplain  Darren  f 
his  stateroom  aboard  the  cruiser  Stennett,  another  Southern 
USS  Anzio,  said  the  Holy  Spirit  Baptist,  told  The  Post  he  had 
tent  is  regu-  is  moving  "in  a  dynamic  and  been  carrying  around  for  a  year 
larly  packed  beyond  its  capaaty  vibrant  lire- transforming  way."  a  specially  designed  plastic 
of  150,  the  article  said,  with  some  "Attendance  in  Bible  studies  liner  that  can  be  placed  in  a  The  contrasts  are  equally 

worshipers  standing  outside  and  and  worship  services  has  hole  in  the  sand  to  make  a  tern-  striking  on  board  U.S.  Navy 

listening  through  canvas  walls.  increased  twofold,"  he  said,  porary  baptistery.  He  now  has  ships  in  the  region.  Southern 

"It’s  the  best  ministry  I’ve  "Perhaps  this  is  due  in  a  large  opportunities  to  use  it.  Baptist  Navy  chaplain  Nick 

ever  had,”  Kilgore  told  The  part  to  the  insecurity  of  not  Maj.  Timothy  Bedsole,  a  Hamilton  described  the  scene 

Post.  "When  soldiers  are  about  knowing  what  the  future  holds.  Southern  Baptist  Army  chaplain  on  board  the  USS  Nimitz. 

to  face  combat,  they  start  get-  but  I'd  rather  believe  that  these  also  based  in  Kuwait,  relayed  a  "Many  people  have  asked  me 

description  of  a  typical  cnapel  what  my  routine  is  like  onboard 
service  as  written  by  his  com-  an  aircraft  carrier.  That's  diffi- 
mander.  Col.  Mike  Biering.  cult  to  say,"  he  wrote.  "How  can 

"There  was  a  feeling  of  sen-  anything  be  routine  in  a  place 

sory  overload  as  the  service  that  has  an  airport  on  the  roof 

began  amongst  the  outside  and  two  nuclear  power  plants 

sounds  of  heavy  engineer  in  the  basement? 

equipment,  the  sound  of  heli-  "What  I  do  know  is  that  when 
copter  rotor  blades  and  truck  I  go  out  onto  the  flight  deck  at 

traffic  moving  supplies  for  night,  and  feel  the  cola  wind  and 

the  soldiers  further  north  —  jet  blast;  hear  the  afterburners, 

and  oh  yes,  a  starting  round  and  look  into  the  faces  of  sailors 

of  praise  music  complete  with  who  have  been  working  for 

two  soldiers  playing  guitar,"  more  than  16  hours...  ana  hear 

Biering  wrote.  them  say  something  like  'Chaps, 

"It  was  some  of  the  sweetest  its  good  to  see  you  up  here, 

music  I  have  ever  heard.  In  thanks  for  praying  for  us,'  I 

this  strange  and  far  away  know  that  God  has  Drought  me 

place,  we  worshiped  our  God."  to  this  place  for  a  reason.’ 
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before,  according  to  a  March  5  report  by  the  Oregon  Department 
of  Human  Services.  Oregon  is  the  only  state  that  has  legalized 
assisted  suiode.  The  81%  increase  in  2002  marked  by  tar  the 
highest  number  of  assisted  suicides  since  Oregon's  Death  With 
Dignity  Act  took  effect  in  1998.  The  number  of  such  suicides  in 
previous  years  was  16  in  1998  and  27  in  both  1999  and  2000, 
according  to  The  Oregonian  newspaper.  The  report  also  found: 

•  84%  of  the  38  people  who  committed  assisted  suicide  in 

2002  fearea  'losing  autonomy." 

•  84%  woe  concerned  about  a  decreasing  ability  to  take  part 

in  enjoyable  activities. 

•  47%  were  concerned  about  losing  control  of  bodily  functions. 

•  37%  were  concerned  about  burdening  their  family,  friends 

or  caregivers. 

•  26%  feared  inadequate  pain  relief.  . 

Pro-lifers  continued  to  argue  that  pain  control,  not  assisted 
suicide,  for  die  terminally  ill  should  be  the  focus  of  healthcare 
professionals.  Physicians  for  Compassionate  Care  (PCE)  also 
expressed  concern  the  state  government  is  cutting  back  on 
support  for  life-sustaining  medicine,  including  for  disabled 
patients,  while  still  funding  assisted  suicide  under  Medicaid. 
Effective  March  1,  the  Oregon  Department  of  Human  Services 
informed  "lens  of  thousands"  of  Oregonians  the  state  would 
no  longer  pay  for  their  medication,  according  to  PCE  The 
Netha&nds  has  been  a  leader  in  assisted  dying,  but  reports 
of  abuses  of  the  practice,  including  involuntary  euthanasia. 


The  Inaugural  Convocation 
for  new  Mississippi  College 
(MC)  President  Lee  G.  Royce 
will  be  held  at  2  p.m.  on 
March  21  in  the  Sanctuary  of 
First  Church,  Clinton.  The 
Convocation  will  be  followed 
by  an  Inaugural  Reception  at  4 
p.m.  in  Anderson  Hall  of  the 
B.C.  Rogers  Student  Center  on 
the  school's  Clinton  campus. 

As  part  of  the  Convocation 
festivities,  an  MFA  art  exhibit 
will  also  be  open  from  9  a.m.- 
2  p.m.  on  March  21  in  the 
Gore  Art  Gallery  of  Aven  Hall. 

Preceding  the  Convocation, 
an  Inaugural  Worship  Service 
will  be  held  at  6  p.m.  on 
March  16  in  the  Sanctuary  of 
First  Church,  Clinton,  and  an 
Inaugural  Campus  Prayer 
Service  will  be  held  at  10:50 
a.m.  on  March  20  in  Swor 
Auditorium  of  Nelson  Hall. 


Southern  Baptists  react  in  horror  to  the  shooting  of  abortion  doctor 
David  Gunn,  age  47,  in  Pensacola,  Fla.,  by  alleged  assailant  Michael 
Griffin,  a  pro-life  demonstrator  at  a  local  abortion  clinic  where  Gunn 
worked.  Police  say  Griffin  used  a  handgun  to  shoot  the  doctor  three  times. 


Members  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Executive 
Committee  authorize  the  expenditure  of  $7,000  for  the  construction  of  a 
hay  bam  at  Central  Hills  Retreat  near  Kosciusko.  Some  800  bales  of  hay  are 
currently  being  stored  in  rented  facilities. 


James  L.  Sullivan,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Abilene,  Texas,  is  elected 
executive  secretary-treasurer  of  the  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board  in 
Nashville.  Sullivan  is  a  native  of  Silver  Creek  and  a  graduate  of  Baptist- 
affiliated  Mississippi  College  in  Clinton. 
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Under  God? 

The  US.  Ninth  Circuit  Court 
of  Appeals  in  California  is  resur¬ 
recting  their  attack  on  the  Pledge 
of  Allegiance  declaring  that  it  is 
unconstitutional  because  of  die 
phrase  "under  God."  By  stating 
we  are  "one  nation  under  God, 
the  Appeals  Court  says  that  we 
are  promoting  religion,  therefore 
it  must  be  eradicated  from  our 
allegiance  or  any  drought  related 
to  our  country.  Heaven  forbid 
that  God  would  in  any  way  be 
acknowledged  or  be  allowed  to 
be  a  part  of  American  govern¬ 
ment  or  United  States  culture! 

Although  my  verbal  skills  are 
totally  inadequate  to  express 
fully  now  I  feel  about  this  action, 
let  me  simply  state  that  1  am 
appalled  and  opposed!  At  die 
same  time,  another  consideration 
that  is  even  more  shocking  has 
come  to  my  mind.  Could  it  be 
that  the  Nmth  Circuit  Court  of 
Appeals  in  California  could  actu¬ 
ally  carry  out,  in  legal  terms, 
what  many  Americans  have 
already  done?  Are  we  one  nation 
under  God?  How  many  of  our 
homes  are  under  Goa?  And, 
what  about  our  schools,  our 
financial  institutions,  our  indus¬ 
tries,  and  businesses?  Are  they 
under  God?  How  many  of  us  as 


‘Directi 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


though 


individuals  day  by  day,  step  by 
step,  live,  work,  and  walk  as 
‘  i  we  are  under  God? 

itest  tragedy  in  this 
whole  discussion  ana  effort  is  die 
fact  that  many  of  us,  if  not  most 
of  us,  in  America  have  already 
done  what  the  Court  of  Appeals 
is  suggesting  be  done  —  remove 
God/Maybe  for  many  of  us  die 
proper  preposition  should  be 
1  from  "under  God"  to 
God,"  for  that  is  where 
many  of  us  would  probably  pre¬ 
fer  to  be.  We  want  God  beside  us 
in  case  we  have  some  problem  so 
we  can  call  Him  into  die  situa¬ 
tion.  We  want  Him  beside  us  in 
case  there  is  some 
and  we  can  plead 


military  action 
1  with  Him  to 


respond  and  overwhelm  the 
enemy  and  give  us  victory.  We 
want  God  beside  us  in  case,  eco¬ 
nomically,  things  are  not  on  the 
upswing  and  we  can  implore 


Him  to  consider  jacking  up  the 
stock  market  to  our  favor.  We 
would  like  for  Him  to  be  beside 
us  if  we  get  sick,  need  a  favor,  or 
lose  our  way.  But,  in  reality,  die 
folks  who  put  in  die  pledge,  "one 
nation  under  God,"  had  it  right 
It  was  under  the  mighty  hand  of 
God  that  this  nation  came  into 
existence.  It  was  with  divine 
guidance  and  influence  that  our 
founding  fathers  and  mothers 
shaped  documents  and  stood 
strong  against  overwhelming 
odds  even  to  become  a  nation.  It 
was  under  God  that  we  succeed¬ 
ed  and  it  was  under  God  that  we 
stayed  intact  during  our  war  of 
self-destruction.  It  was  under 
God  that  we  prevailed  in  world 
conflicts.  It  was  under  God  that 
we  survived  constitutional  crises. 

The  real  issue  that  is  facing 
our  nation  in  the  days  ahead  is 
not  whether  or  not  the  Ninth 


Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  will 
have  their  interpretation 
accepted,  but  whether  or  not 
we  as  a  nation  will  surrender 
ourselves  to  the  Lord  and  truly 
be  people  "under  God."  You 
see  that  phrase  says,  implies, 
indicates,  and  declares  that  we 
are  people  who  have  surren¬ 
dered  to  God  and  that  we  rec¬ 
ognize  that  He  is  the  Lord,  the 
Sovereign,  the  Ruler,  and  we 
are  His  people.  It  bothers  me 
that  a  court  would  want  to  take 
action  to  say  that  it  is  unconsti¬ 
tutional.  It  bothers  me  even 
more  that  we  as  a  people  might 
live  in  such  a  way  that  we 
declare  ourselves  unwilling  to 
be  "under  God."  "May  we  Be  a 
people  who  willingly  abide 
under  the  shadow  of  the 
Almighty  and  truly  be  "one 
nation  under  God." 

How  then  can  we  get  there  - 
"under  God"?  Listen  to  the 
instructions  of  God  —  "If  my 
people  who  are  called  by  my 
name,  shall  humble  them¬ 
selves,  and  pray,  and  seek  my 
face,  and  turn  from  their 
wicked  ways;  then  will  I  hear 
from  heaven,  and  will  forgive 
their  sin,  and  will  heal  tneir 
land"  (D  Chronicles  7:14). 

Yes  Lord,  that's  where  we 
want  to  be! 


Hyde  mourned  among  Iowa  Baptist  peers 


CEDAR  RAPIDS,  Iowa  (BP)  —  Bill 
Hyde,  killed  March  4  by  a  terrorist  bomb 
blast  at  a  crowded  Philippines  airport, 
and  his  wife  Lyn  were  "well-loved  mis¬ 
sionaries  all  across  Iowa." 

O.  Wyndell  Jones,  retired  executive 
director  of  the  Baptist  Convention  of 
Iowa,  described  the  Hydes  as  key  mis¬ 
sions  advocates  as  Iowa  Baptists  grew 
from  fellowship  status  in  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  in  the  early  1970s  to 
state  convention  status  in  1995. 


FAMILY  TIME  —  Bill  and 
Lyn  Hyde  enjoyed  a  rare  visit 
with  tneir  acfult  children  dur¬ 
ing  their  35th  wedding 
anniversary  celebration  while 
on  stateside  assignment  in 
2001.  Their  son  Steve  (right) 
and  his  wife  Noit  (second  from 
right)  *tre  Christian  workers  in 
Camtxxlia,  while  their  son 
Timothy  (left)  lives  in  Dallas. 
(BP  photo) 


their 


"They  were  kept  real  busy"  during 
furloughs  in  Iowa,  said  Jones,  who  lea  Iowa 
\  and  is 


children.  Barbara  Stevens  and  her  10- 
month-old  son  were  among  nearly  150 
people  injured  in  the  attack. 

Describing  the  Hydes  as  "very  warm¬ 
hearted  missionaries,"  Jones  said  their 
enthusiasm  and  commitment  made  Iowa 
Baptists  certain  that  the  duo  were  "very 
conscientious  about  their  work"  in  the 
Philippines,  where  they  had  served  since 
their  *978  appointment  by  the  Southern 
Baptist  International  Mission  Board. 

In  Cedar  Rapids,  Immanuel  Church  "is 
saddened  beyond  words,"  Tones  said.  "The 
Hydes  were  here  just  here  a  few  months  ago," 
arriving  just  before  the  death  of  his  mother. 

"We  nave  been  apprehensive  for  their 
safety  for  some  time/  Jones  added.  ’They 
have  been  much  in  our  prayers,"  especially 
during  the  year-long  captivity  of  New 
TribesMission  workers  Martin  and  Gracia 
Burnham  by  Philippine  rebels  linked  to 
Osama  bin  Laden's  terror  network.  Martin 
Burnham  was  killed  in  a  June  2002 
shootout  between  the  rebels  and  the 
Philippine  military.  Gracia  Burnham 
escaped  injury  and  is  now  living  with  her 
three  children  in  Kansas. 

Jimmy  Barren  tine,  executive  director 
of  the  Baptist  Convention  of  Iowa,  in  a 
statement  issued  March  4,  said,  "This  is  a 
terrible  loss  to  the  people  and  churches 
of  our  state.  But  at  times  like  this  it  is 
good  to  remember  that  a  life  entrusted  to 
God  is  never  lost,  never  wasted.  Even 
beyond  death,  God  preserves  life  and 
extends  the  reach  of  Christian  witness 
from  one  generation  to  another. 

"Our  duty  now  is  to  pray  for  the  people  of 
the  Philippines  until  eadi  and  every  one  has 

_ ! _ ‘  -  J  iL  _  1 _ T _ Ti  iJf  _ _ 


ars  and  is  now  interim  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  Hydes’  home  church,  Immanuel 
Church  in  Cedar  Rapids.  "Everywhere  they  experienced  the  love  of  Jesus.  It  is  also  our 
ever  spoke,  people  really  did  appreciate  duty  to  continue  to  love,  pray  for  and  forgi— 
them.  Iowa  Baptists  felt  real  proud  to  have  those  who  mistreat  us  and  those  who  cou 
them  as  foreign  missionaries. 

Hyde,  a  native  of  Cedar  Rapids,  was 


ive 
count 


apid 

among  21  people  killed  when  the  bomb  pray  for  the  Hyde  family  and  for  the  mis 
exploded  in  Davao  City,  the  Philippines'  sionaries  who  serve  throughout  the  world." 

- - ♦ 


us  as  their  enemy.  This  tragedy  will  also 
serve  to  strengthen  our  resolve  to  faithfully 
for  the  Hyde  family  and  for  the  mis- 


David  Miller,  president  of  the  Baptist 
Convention  of  Iowa,  also  issued  a  state¬ 
ment:  "We  are  shocked  and  saddened  by 
the  irony  of  a  man  as  sweet,  gentle  and 
kind  as  mil  Hyde  being  killed  in  an  act  of 
such  hatred.  The  Iowa  Baptist  churches 
that  knew  the  Hydes  loved  them  and 
appreciated  their  ministry  on  our  behalf. 
Trte  Hydes  knew  the  danger  they  were  in 
and  yet  continued  their  ministry  because 
of  their  love  for  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and 
the  people  of  the  Philippines.  We  are  sad¬ 
dened  by  Bill's  death,  but  inspired  by  his 
commitment  and  sacrifice." 

Ed  Gregory,  missions  team  leader  for 
the  Baptist  Convention  of  Iowa,  described 
Hyde  as  "the  epitome  of  the  missionary 
spirit."  Amid  periodic  family  needs  ana 
concerns,  with  some  urging  them  to  stay 
stateside  by  saying,  "it’s  safer,  it's  better," 
Gregory  said  Hyde  and  his  wife  "just  kept 
on  going  back  to  the  field  where  God  had 
call  them."  Gregory  and  Hyde  first  met 
during  the  early  1980s  during  Gregory's  17 
years  as  Immanuel's  pastor. 

Over  the  years,  Hyde  "kept  retraining  ... 
fulfilling  different  roles ...  teaching,  church 
planting.  He  was  constantly  developing 
Filipino  pastors,  helping  them  get  new 
work  started  and  then  mentoring  them  in 
their  roles."  His  wife,  meanwhile,  likewise 
has  been  devoted  to  missions.  "She  was 
constantly  preparing  for  and  leading  devo¬ 
tional  life  conferences  for  the  women 
there,"  Gregory  said. 

Marion  Livingston,  a  retired  Cedar 
Rapids  businessman  and  close  friend  of 
the  Hydes,  struck  up  a  friendship  with  the 
family  in  toe  late  1970s  after  noticing  their 
names  posted  on  a  bulletin  board  at 
Immanuel  Church  as  missionaries  in  the 
Philippines  —  the  destination  of  frequent 
business  trips  he  was  making  at  the  time. 

"I  could  see  where  the  Lord  had  called 
Bill  and  Lyn  to  toe  Philippines,"  said 
Livingston,  who  visited  the  Hydes  two 
or  three  times  a  year  for  a  number  of 
years.  "They  lovea  meeting  the  needs  of 
the  Filipinos." 
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Seminary  professor  recalls  Stevenses,  Hyde 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (BP)  —  Mark  T< 


vens  newsletter  petrated  by  Muslim  separatists.  Iney  are 
are  outstanding  frying  to  force  the  Philippine  government 
dedicated,  very  to  make  the  southern  Philippines  an 
re  truly  commit-  autonomous  or  a  semi-autonomous 
Christ  and  to  the  Muslim  state. 

Great  Commis-  "The  missionaries  know  very  well 
sion,"  the  pro-  where  they  are  serving  is  a  volatile  place, 
fessor  said.  ''If  I  They  understand  that.  The  bomb  wasn't 
was  going  to  targeted  at  them.  It  was  simply  a  random 
hold  up  an  act  of  terror  and  they  just  happened  to  be 
example  good  there  when  it  detonated,"  Terry  said 
first-term  mis-  •  •  • 

sionaries,  they  Terry  also  served  on  the  mission  field 
would  be  splen-  with  Bill  Hyde  for  more  than  a  decade, 
did  examples."  Hyde  and  nis  wife  Lynn  came  to  the 
During  the  Philippines  in  1978  to  the  capital  city  of 
family's  time  in  Manila.  > 

Davao  City,  Hyde  first  worked  as  a  music  teacher  at 
Mark  Stevens  Faith  Academy,  a  missionary  boarding 
has  coordinated  school.  Later,  he  returned  to  Southwestern 
efforts  to  reach  Seminary  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  and 
Filipino  tribal  obtained  another  degree  before  returning 
groups  with  the  gospel.  The  Stevenses  to  Manila  to  work  with  the  IMB  in  leader- 
were  injured  by  a  bomb  placed  outside  the  ship  development. 

arrival  terminal  at  an  airport  through  Terry  said  his  path  crossed  with  Hyde's 
whidi  Terry  had  flown  numerous  times,  infrequently  but  remembers  the  late  mis- 
Terry  served  as  a  missionary  from  1976-89  sionary  for  his  personality, 
in  Davao  City.  He  knows  well  the  unrest  in  "He  [Hyde]  was  Mr.  Personality,"  Terry 
the  southern  Philippines.  said.  "He  nad  an  ebullient  personality.  He 

"They  were  in  me  wrong  place  at  the  was  very  outgoing,  very  friendly, 
wrong  time,"  Terry  said.  "The  Muslim  sep-  "I  didn't  see  him  very  often.  We  were  in 
aratists  have  been  conducting  a  campaign  Davao  City  and  he  was  500  miles  north  in 
of  terror  in  the  southern  Philippines  for  the  Manila.  Saw  them  once  a  year  at  the  annu- 
last  several  years.  This  is  just  one  in  a  long  al  missionaries'  meeting,  but  I  remember 
series  of  explosions  and  terrorist  acts  per-  what  a  nice  man  he  was." 


and  evangelism  at  Southern 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following 
prayer  with  God  in  your 
own  words: 

1 .  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 

2. 1  want  forgiveness  for 
my  sins  and  freedom  from 
eternal  death. 

(I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my 
relationship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a 
loving  relationship  with  him. 
(I  receive  Christ  as 
my  Savior  and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him,  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those 
who  believe  in  his  name 
i  (John  1:12). 

r 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


the  airoort  in  Davao  City,  Mark  and  Barbara  Stevens 

Philippines. [’  Bill  Hyde,  a 
Soutneiti  Baptist  missionary  in  the 
Philippines, Smce  1978,  was  among  21 
killed  m  the  explosion. 

In  1998,  Mark  Stevens  was  the  first  to 
erifolj'in  Southern's  groundbreaking  "2 
PliiS  T  missions  program  which  combines 
tWo  years  of  classroom  work  with  two 
yeaPspf  service  as  a  missionary  apprentice. 

Stfcvens  became  the'program's  first  gradu¬ 
ate  in  2000.  That  same  year,  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention’s  International  Mission 
Board,  (IMP)  appointed  the  couple  as 
career  missionaries  to  the  Philippines. 

Newsletter:  missionary  well  aware  of  dangers 

"DAVAO  CITY,  Philippines  "Although  there  have  been  ing  to  believers  who  would  develop  into  churches,  and  the 
(BP)  —  "Kidnappings,  bomb-  a  few  small  bombs  and  a  lot  of  otherwise  not  have  opportuni-  multiplication  will  continue." 
ingS,  burning  of  villages,  bomb  threats  in  the  city  where  ty  for  spiritual  growth  and  In  a  December  1999  newslet- 
ambushes,  killings,  injuries,  we  live,  we  feel  quite  safe,"  the  understanding  God's  purpose  ter,  the  Hydes  reported  in  that 


sleep.  It  is  common  for  my  train-  have  constructed  a  cement 
ers  and  I  to  take  turns  sleeping  block  building  with  a 
on  a  back  bench  when  we  are  cement  floor  ana  tin  roof, 
not  teaching  so  that  we  can  "They  have  established 
carry  on  for  20  straight  hours."  extension  Bible  studies  in  five 
Although  travel,  food  and  separate  viljages  with  more 
lodging  conditions  were  chal-  f  . 

lenging.  Bill  Hyde  reported  baptized  since  the  first  of  June, 
that  he  enjoyed  nis  job  assign-  It  is  fully  anticipated  that  the 
ment,  taking  leadership  tram-  five  Bible  studies  will  also 


NEW  CHRISTIANS  — 
Filipinos  listen  to  Southern 
Baptist  missionary  Bill  Hyde  as 
he  addresses  them  before  their 
baptism  in  this  undated  photo. 
(BP  photo) 


prayer  groups,  and  in 
September  2000  she  chaired  a 
than  100  tribal  people  being  committee  that  brought  Beth 

Moore  to  speak  in  Manila  to 
missionary  women  of  the  IMB’s 
Western  Pacific  region. 
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Flowers 


Obi  i  l  ak'i 


Maurice 
E.  Flowers, 
Laurel,  died 
Feb.  17  at 
the  South 
Central 
Regional 
Medical 
Center  with 
leukemia. 
He  was 
buried  Feb. 
20  at  Terry  Cemetery. 

Flowers  pastoied  churches 
in  Mississippi  and  Louisiana. 
His  last  place  of  service  was  in 
Jones  Qwnty  as  director  of 
missions. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
Mildred  Flowers;  two  sons, 
Curtis  Flowers,  Huntsville, 
Ala.,  and  Vic  Flowers, 
Houston,  Texas;  and  one 
daughter,  Suzanne  Chennault, 
Laurel. 


Read  M.  Diket,  William 
Carey  College,  has  been  select¬ 
ed  by  the  National  Art 
Education  Association  to 
receive  the  National  Higher 
Education  Division  Award. 
The  award  will  be  presented 
at  the  NAEA  national  con¬ 
vention  in  Minneapolis, 
Mum.,  April  4-8. 

You  won't  want  to  miss 
the  Mississippi  College, 
Clinton,  Opera  Theater  pre¬ 
sentation  of  An  Enchanted 
Evening:  A  Salute  to  Rodgers 
and  Hammerstein  on  March 
20  at  7:30  p.m.  in  Swor 
Auditorium.  Twenty-six  stu¬ 
dents  will  perform  beloved 
songs  from  Oklahoma,  The 
Sound  of  Music,  Carousel, 
South  Pacific,  and  The  King 
and  I.  Tickets  are  $40  for  fac¬ 
ulty  and  $5  for  students. 

Two  Mississippi  College 
seniors  won  awards  at  the 
Southeast  Journalism  Conference 
(SEJC),  held  in  Pensacola,  Fla.,  in 
February.  Brian  McCollister, 
Baton  Rouge,  La.,  received  the 
second  place  award  for  Best  Web 
Page  Designer,  and  Grace 
Thornton,  Qarksdale,  won  5th 

?lace  for  College  Journalist  of  the 
ear.  The  SEJC  is  an  organization 
of  more  than  45  member  colleges 
and  universities  in  Alabama, 
Arkansas,  Florida,  Georgia, 
Louisiana,  and  Mississippi.  The 


competition  is  set  up  to  recognize 
individual  college  students  for 


Thornton  Sc  McCollister 


overall  expertise  in  the  journal¬ 
ism  field. 

Blue  Mountain  College  will 
host  the  annual  Ministerial 
Alumni  Meeting  on  March  28. 
Registration  will  begin  at  8:30 
a.m.  Johnny  Bums,  President, 
Blue  Mountain  College 
Ministerial  Alumni  Association, 
will  deliver  the  message  during 
chapel,  and  Larry  Robertson, 
pastor  of  Hilldale  Church, 
Clarksville,  Tenn.,  will  speak 
during  the  11:30  a.m.  program.  A 
tour  of  Johnnie  Armstrong 
Gallery  will  be  given  at  1:15  p.m. 


Three  William  Carey 
College  students  received 
awards  recently  at  the 
Mississippi  Federated 
Music  Clubs  state  confer¬ 
ence.  Shanna  Carey, 

Tuscaloosa,  Ala.,  won  first 
place  in  the  State  Federated 
Music  Clubs  Female  Singer 
competition.  Stephanie 
Crumbley,  West  Lafayette, 
Ind.,  won  the  state  round  of 
the  National  Federated 
Music  Clubs,  NFMC,  in 
voice.  Josh  Tannehill, 

Hattiesburg,  won  the  state 
round  of  NFMC  in  guitar. 

The  William  Carey 

College  Omicron  Sigma 

chapter  of  Delta  Omicron 
International  Music 

Fraternity  received  seven 

aurarHc  fhp  P  nllpOIA^P 


Chapter  Awards  held  recently. 
Delta  Omicron  is  a  professional 
fraternity  in  the  field  of  music 
with  collegiate  chapters  estab¬ 
lished  throughout  the  United 
States  and  abroad.  The  WCC 
chapter  received  awards  for 
Publicity,  Scholarship,  Chapter 
Efficiency,  and 

Campus/Community  Service. 
The  chapter  also  received  an  hon¬ 
orable  mention  for  Music. 
Omicron  Sigma  member  Emily 
Jones,  Trinity,  Ala.,  received  five  . 
Star  of  Delta  OmiCTOtVjT 
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Mississippi  college  upera  i  neater 
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wife  on  January  5. 
Georgia.  David  Roberson 
is  pastor. 

Tom 

Daniel  Enon  Church, 
has  Cedar  Bluff,  held  a 
resigned  church  wide  lun- 
as  minis-  cheon  in  honor  of 


Professor 
dies  in 
N.  Carolina 


■  dl  C  h  u  r  c  h ,  22  and  is  the 

Stark  ville.  church's  oldest 
|9  He  is  active  living  mem- 

available  ber.  Tumage  was 
k  Charles  Williams  fQr  yQuth  presented  with  a 

and  youth  parent  events,  and  cake  and  gift, 
pulpit  supply.  Daniel  can  be 


WAKE  FOREST,  N.C.  (BP)  — 
James  H.  Blackmore,  an  author, 
pastor  and  longtime  professor  at 
Southeastern  Seminary,  died 
March  3  at  his  home  in  Warsaw, 
N.C.  He  was  87.  Blackmore 
taught  at  Southeastern  Seminary 
from  1 963-96,  and  during  much 
of  that  time  led  the  school's 
associate  of  divinity  program. 


Rob  Faulk,  pastor,  Mary  &  Phil  Fancher 


Phil  Fancher  was  ordained  Mary,  and  Fancher. 

Gunter  Road  Church, 
Uspife*  '-'Mizt-Mf  Florence,  ordained  Johnnv 

I  n  Allen  as  a  deacon  on  Feb.  9 

if  *  Pictured  (from  left)  are  Irving 

Forrester,  Johnny  Allen,  anc 
,V*<  r  lAi  ’|||||  Gene  Jordan,  pastor. 


■  Wake  Forest 
University 
and  Colgate- 
Rochester 
Divinity 
School;  a 

doctoral 
degree  from 
Blackmore  the  Univers¬ 
ity  of 

Edinburgh;  and  post-doctoral 
studies  at  Duke  University,  the 
University  of  Iowa,  and 
Princeton  University. 

For  a  few  years  in  the  1960s, 
Blackmore  also  led  the  semi¬ 
nary’s  public  relations  and  com¬ 
munications  efforts.  He  produced 
a  number  of  books  during  his  life¬ 
time,  including  works  on  the  life 
of  Christ,  biblical  studies,  and 
several  collections  of  sermons. 


Forrester,  Allen,  and  Jordan,  pastor 


on  Feb.  23  as  minister  at 
South  Louisville  Church, 
Louisville.  Fancher  is  pastor 
at  Antioch  Church,  Sturgis. 
Pictured  (from  left)  are  Rob 
Faulk,  pastor,  Fancher's  wife 


Maude  Mills  Pope,  a 
member  of  First  Cnurch, 
Chicora,  was  honored  on  her 
90th  birthday  with  church 
services,  a  luncheon,  and  tea 


Bill  Tumage 


Maude  Mills  Pope 


youth,  Kristi  Smith, 
Tony  Smith,  pastor 
Beverly  Bilbo,  'and 
Jimmy  Bilbo,  music. 


Arkadelphia 
Church,  Bailey,  has 
called  Paul  Bird  as 
minister  of  music. 


Bethel  Church, 
Liberty,  has  a  new 
staff.  Pictured  (from 
left)  are  Trevor 
Clatterbuck,  Mary 
Ann  Clatterbuck, 
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Bethel  Church  Staff,  Liberty 


Are  your  seniors  tired  ot 

crawling  over  the  Kn|K|£ 
HUMP7  The  solution  is 

a  1 5  passenger  van  ■  s  ^ 

with  ar  aisle,  raised  .  A 

roof  &  electric  step. 

CtftTrVStatoVan  &  Bus  Today!  1-800-3300622 

BUSES1  VANS!  PEOPLE  MOVERS' 
www.trl-statevanbus.com 


Are  you  paying  too  much  for  your  Medicare  Supplement  or 
Prescription  Drugs?  If  yes,  Call  Today! 

•  Disability  Medicare  Supplement 

Under  age  65 . New  Low  Rates! 

Drug  Card! 


Call  today  for  free  information: 

E.F.  Hutton  Insurance 
Marketing  • 


Southeastern  Bus  Sales 

Mississippi's  In-State  source  for  Buses  and  Vans 


P.O.  Box  5127,  Brandon,  MS  39047 

*  *  _  mM  A _ —  _ 


Medicare  Supplement  Age  65-99 

New  Low  Rate  Non-smoker  plan 

e 

Save  up  to  50%  on  your  Medicare 
Supplement... Call  and  ask  about 
our  Low  Non-Smoker  Rates  Today! 


Eldorado 
Starcraft 
Turtle  Top 
Used  Buses 


Agents  needed: 

For  complete  details  on  all  plans  including 
limitations  and  exclusions  call  today. 

Not  connected  with  any  Federal  program. 


New  Prescription  Plan  For  Seniors 

Call  today  for  free  information! 


Business  done  the  "Riteway"  for  over  16  years! 
5483  1-55  South  Jackson,  MS  39272 
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15-Passenger  Van  Safety 
is  Big  News  these  Days! 
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prayed  to  receive  Jesus.  Mike 
DePhillips,  pastor.  Pleasant  Hill 
Church,  Quitman,  was  the  cru¬ 
sade  chairman. 


The  RAs  of  Neshoba  Biblical  challenge  at  each  service. 
Church,  Union,  held  a  Bike-a-  Danny  Guthne,  First  Church, 
thon  on  Dec.  14  and  raised  Belzoni,  led  worship. 

$591.90  for  mission  projects 
including  Lottie 


$10.  Clay  Crosse  will  be  m  con¬ 
cert  April  11  at  7  p.m.  Tickets  are 
$5.  For  more  information  on 
these  events,  call  (662)  289-5575. 

The  The  Men's  Enrichment 
Women's  Ministry  in  conjunction  with  the 
Ministry  of  Womenis  Enrichment  Ministry 
First  Church,  and  Children's  Ministry  of 
Kosciusko,  Slayden  Church,  Lamar,  hosted  a 
will  hold  a  Father-Daughter  Sweetheart 
Ladies  Night  Evening  on  Feb.  14.  The  event 
Out  with  included  dinner,  music,  and 
Renee  and  video  clips  of  die  girls.  The 
Clay  Crosse  fathers  and  sp^dalygtorts  signed 
April  19  at  commitments  to  pray  over  and 
6:30  p.m.  mentor  their  daughters.  ’ 

Tickets  are 


Moon  missions. 


The  1st  grade 
GA  class  at 
Broadmoor 
Church,  Madison, 
recently  held  a 
Valentine  Tea 
party.  Each  girl 
Drought  a  stuffed 
animal  that  was 
donated  to  the 
Blair  E.  Batson 
Children's 


RAs  of  Neshoba  Church,  Union 


Hospital.  A  team  of  Mississippians 

from  Good  Hope  Cnurch, 
Christian  Madison  County,  and 
Magician,  Felix  Mountain  Creek  Church, 
Snipes,  will  be  Florence,  went  on  a  mission 
at  Inrst  Church,  trip  to  Haiti  Feb.  21-March  1. 
R  i  d  g  e  1  a  n  d ,  The  team  did  construction  and 
Marcn  21-23,  maintenance  projects,  gave 
Friday  and  medical  assistance,  and  held 
Saturday  at  7  revival  services  at  night. 

S.m.,  and 

unday  at  10  Faith  Church,  Jackson,  will 
a.m.  and  6  p.m.  sponsor  the  University  of 
For  more  infor-  Southern  Mississippi,  Carillon 
mation,  call  Handbell  Choir  in  concert 
(601)  856-6139.  March  30  at  4  p.m.  at  Wesley 


GAs  of  Broadmoor  Church,  Madison 


9-11:45  a.m.  .  .  was  die  evangelist.  Phil  Willis, 

Baton  Rbiige,  La.,  led  music1,  and 
Humphreys  Baptist  John  Yates,  Enterprise,  Ala.,  was 

Association  sponsored  a  spiritu-  the  children's  evangelist.  Special 
al  emphasis  week  at  Humphreys  guests  were  The  Bible  Tones, 
Academy  Feb.  24-28.  Gary  Tom  Lester,  and  Max  Dempsey. 
Permenter,  Columbus,  brought  a  At  least  26  different  people 


CHURCH 


rnttT training  preferred. 
estimates.’  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman,  search,  Box  463,  Arab,  AL  35016  or  mro- 


mtg'7,nd  *  ■  ■««■? 

Finally  affordable  health  Meridian.  Design,  Fabrication,  Repair. 
aJJ  (662)  568-3482.  Fax  illustrations  to  (601)  483-7958  or 

ASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM  ca||  (800)  368-2705. . 
jws,  reworking  and  repair,  NORRIS  BOOKBINDINC  COMPANY, 
:kson,  (877)  477-1899.  |nc„  old  bibles  rebound.  Also  church  bul- 
ACHERS,  CHURCH  STAFF,  letins  and  hymnals.  For  more  information 


SLAYDEN  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  SLAYDEN,  Post  Office  Box  2640,  Tupelo,  MS  38803. 
Miss.  (Marshall  Association)  is  seeking  an  DANIEL  MEMORIAL  BAPTIST  Church, 
interim  MusicAVorship  leader.  Please  con-  Jackson,  Miss.,  is  seeking  a  committed 
tact  the  church  office  at  (662)  252-4559.  Christian  with  musical  skills  to  lead  worship. 
CALVARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  Hattiesburg,  The  church  seeks  to  honor  God  through 
Miss,  is  currently  seeking  a  bi-vocational  Christ-exalting  and  heart-felt  worship  that 
minister  of  music.  Please  send  resumes  do  combines  the  best  of  contemporary  songs 
music  search,  Calvary  Baptist  Church,  31 39  and  classic  hymns.  For  more  information  call 
Oak  Grove  Road,  HattiesburR,  MS  39402.  Fbstor  Steve  Ratts  at  (601 )  376-4100. 

THE  LEE  COUNTY  BAPTIST  Association  is  LIBERTY  HILL  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  Pope, 


bids  on  eighteen  padded  oak  pews,  along  FIRST  -  DADEVILLE  BLENDED  worship 
with  two  pulpit  chairs  and  one  communion  services,  receiving  resumes  for  a  full-time 
table.  Call  (601 )  989-2359  for  information.  Minister,  musio*youth.  Reply  to  FBC  Search 
SIGNIFICANT  SAVINGS:  LOCAL  AND  Team,  P.O.  Box  308,  Dadeville,  AL  36853. 
Long  distance  telephone  service,  calling  A  HUMOROUS  AND  NOSTALGIC  look 
cards,  DSL,  web  hosting,  satellite T.V.,  wire-  back  at  a  Preacher-Teacher  and  would-be 
less  phones,  computers,  www.totalcom-  comedian  growing  up  in  rural  Mississippi. 
plan.net,  www.braxtonenterprises.net.  * My  Brother  Was  An  Only  Child”,  written 

LONG  DISTANCE  -  RESIDENTIAL,  4.9  cents  by  Arlis  Nichols.  It's  21 4  pages  of  pure  plea- 
a  minute  interstate,  5.9  cents  inside  Miss.  sure.  Send  $15  to  Arlis  Nichols,  1142  C  R 
Prepaid  cards  4.5  cents.  Toll  free  4.9  cents.  No  375,  Enterprise,  MS  39330.  For  Banquet 


LifeWay  has  the  solution— a  15-passenger 
ini-bus  that  meets  Federal  safety  standards. 


businesses  with  higher  volume.  Chnstian  Co.,  Arlisweb@aol.com. 

250,000  happy  customers.  Christian  couple,  MUSIC  DIRECTOR.  SBC  SEEKS  FT 
retired  after  47  years  in  SBC  miniary.  Income  MUSIC  director.  Exceptional  profes- 
opportunity  for  agents  &  Chnstian  ministries,  sional  opportunity  for  creative,  experi- 

749-0280. _  enced,  and  skilled  church  musician. 

BRANSON,  MO  CONDO  -  WALK-IN.  Music  degree  preferred.  Send  resumes 
Smoke  free,  no  (jets.  Sleeps  six,  2  bed-  to:  Secretary,  Minister  of  Music  Search 
room,  2  bath.  Special  rates  -  dinner  tick-  Committee,  First  Baptist  Church,  P.O. 
ets  for  Anniversary,  Birthday.  Groups  Box  508,  McMinnville,  TN  371 10. 

r^l^LCalL>62)  746-4632 _  FULL-TIME  MUSIC/YOUTH  MlhllS- 

MINISTER  OF EDUCATION  AND  ter  needed.  Send  resume  with  refer- 
Outreach.  Gilliam  Springs  Baptist  Church,  ences  to:  Calvary  Baptist  Church, 
Arab,  Alabama  is  seeking  an  experienced  Music  Search  Committee,  P.O.  Box 
minister  (at  least  3-5  years)  to  lead  the  edu-  543  Butler,  AL  36904. 
cation  and  outreach  ministries.  Seminary 


^frnW^TOU.  FREE  1- 800- 291-0479 
www.nbcrglatichurchprod.com 
FIBERGLASS  BAPTISTRY  CO 
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RESIGNING  IMB  In  fact,  when  Hershel  is  forced  their  commitment  to  the  My  problem  with  Baker's 

to  resign.  Southern  Baptists  Baptist  Faith  and  Message  assumed  delegation  is  that  it 
Editor:  will  not  have  a  missionary  in  (BFM)  even  before  the  two-to-  was  the  state  that  saw  no  evil  in 

We  are  writing  to  inform  you  Fukuoka.  Hershel,  like  David,  three-year  process  of  qualifying  slavery  with  the  compliance  of 
of  our  decision  to  resign  as  will  stay  in  Fukuoka  and  con-  for  missionaries  begins.  How  Southern  Baptist  churches.  It 
International  Mission  Board  tinue  his  work  with  one  full-  many  times  do  they  have  to  was  the  state  that  freed  those 
(IMB)  missionaries  and  to  Blank  time  church,  and  two  mission  sign  that  thing?  who  boldly  claimed  credit  for 

Mississippi  Baptists  for  your  'Stations.  Could  the  Apostle  Paul  qual-  the  deaths  of  blacks  during  the 

loving  support  since  1986.  The  Bruce  Hill  ify  as  an  IMB  missionary  with  civil  rights  era,  while  Baptist 

Baptist  university  in  Japan  Lexington  our  strict,  legalistic  require-  leaders  remained  silent.  The 

where  David  is  currently  ments?  Are  the  IMB  bureau-  state  is  "us":  people  who  cannot 

assigned  hired  him  as  of  March  crats  now  the  Pope  .and  make  moral  determinations 

1.  We  will  remain  in  Fukuoka  CLEAR  THE  TEMPLE  Cardinals  of  the  Southern  apart  from  understanding  what 

serving  as  we  feel  called  by  God.  Baptist  Convention?  Who  Jesus  meant  by  "thy  kingdom 

There  are  several  reasons  for  Editor:  determines  the  objectives  of  come  on  earth  as  it  is  ana  will 

this  decision  including  changes  In  your  editorial  of  February  God  in  the  various  people  be  in  heaven." 

in  IMB  missions  philosophy,  but  13,  in  the  next-to- the- last  and  groups  of  the  world  —  the  I  am  grateful  that  I  had 
the  main  reason  is  the  require-  last  paragraphs,  you  state,  called-out  ones  who  work  with  Clayton  Waddell  as  my 
ment  to  sign  the  Baptist  raith  "...regardless  of  our  strongly-  these  groups  eyeball-to-eye-  Christian  Ethics  professor  at 
and  Message  2000  (BFM).  We  held  opinions...,"  and  "...may  ball,  or  the  Bureaucrats  in  the  missions-minded  New  Orleans 
described  our  disagreements  to  we  give  our  best  to  the  Savior  IMB  ivory  tower?  Seminary.  Waddell  helped  me 

die  IMB  and  were  informed  that  who  gave  all  for  us."  I  agree  we  I'm  really  confused.  I  guess  learn  that  "agape"  was  not  a  big 

our  beliefs  would  not  result  in  should  put  our  "opinions"  and  I'm  out  of  touch  with  modem-  gap  between  two  opposing 
our  termination,  but  that  we  "grievances"  aside  and  put  first  day  Baptists.  If  I'm  that  far  off  forces,  but  a  love  that  was  pow- 

must  sign  the  statement  that  we  the  task  of  evangelizing  lost  the  mark,  please  forgive  me!  erful  enough  to  bring  peace  such 

would  carry  out  our  ministry  in  souls,  but  Jesus  stoppea  long  Seems  to  me  some  people  want  as  die  world  had  never  known, 
accordance  with  the  BFM.  For  enough  to  clear  the  money  to  serve  God,  but  only  as  advi-  He  reminded  me  that  Jesus  calls 
us,  this  is  something  that  we  changers  out  of  the  temple.  He  sors.  If  God  is  their  co-pilot,  us  to  be  change  agents  for  peace, 

cannot  sign  with  integrity.  Our  also  chastised  the  Pharisees  somebody  better  swap  seats.  and  to  give  up  our  fascination 

refusal  is  not  because  we  do  not  and  Saducees  for  their  wrong  The  Bible  was  written  over  with  guns  and  swords  as  a 

believe  the  Bible.  Rather,  it  is  ideas  concerning  die  law  2,000  years  ago  by  inspired  means  to  peace.  The  prophets  of 

because  we  do  and  want  to  live  (God’s  Word!).  men  of  God.  You  can  follow  the  old  cried  "peace,  peace  when 

according  to  its  principles  that  If  our  missionaries  are  not  BFM  if  you  want,  but  I'll  follow  there  was  no  peace, 

we  cannot  sign.  comfortable  with  pledging  our  what's  written  in  the  Word  of  Jesus  said,  "Blessed  are  the 

This  letter  is  by  NO  means  an  beliefs  as  Southern  Baptists  God.  •  peacemakers  for  they  shall  be 

attempt  to  undermine  your  sup-  (who  believe  in  die  inerrancy  of  Bill  Clark  called  the  children  of  God.  "  To 

port  for  IMB.  missionaries.  In  the  Word  of  God),  then  they  Ackerman  which  voice  are  Southern 

fact,  we  would  strongly  encour-  have  no  business  being  sup-  Baptists  listening? 

age  you  to  increase  your  finan-  ported  by  our  Southern  Baptist  Caby  Byrne 

nal  and  prayer  support  for  them.  Convention  (SBC)  dollars  that  SEEKING  PREACHERS  Memphis 
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the  Editor 


Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  be  used. 


Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special 
instances,  name  maybe  withheld 
at  writer's  request  and  editor's  dis¬ 
cretion. 


Please  include  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (Mississippi  Baptists'  letters 
will  receive  priority  when  space 
is  limited.) 


Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 


Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the 
editor  do  not  necessarily  reflect 
the  views  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board. 


RESIGNATION  SAD 


No  more  than  one  letter  from 
any  individual  will  be  printed 
during  a  three-month  period. 


When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 
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never  examined.  He  did  not  months,  the  membership  has  great  helpers  in  this  endeav- 
talk  against  Muslims.  He  only  been  aroused  in  a  new  challenge  or.  In  a  recent  meeting, 
compared  Jesus  the  Christian  of  meeting  the  spiritual  needs  of  Mississippi  evangelist  Danny 
Savior  with  Mohammed  the  the  college  and  town.  Such  con-  Lanier  preached  (and  sang) 
Islamic  founder.  In  his  state-  cem  has  also  caused  renewed  the  Gospel  with  both  simplic- 
ment  he  quoted  Islamic  holy  attention  to  the  appearance  and  ity  and  substance.  The  result 
writings  that  said  Mohammed  condition  of  the  buildings.  was  that  25  people  were 

married  a  six-year-old  girl  and  Brick  and  mortar  repair  on  saved.  Danny  is  one  of  our 
had  sex  with  her  when  she  was  the  exterior  is  currently  under-  state’s  premier  evangelists.  I 
nine  years  old.  way.  Interior  refurbishing  of  heartily  recommend  him 

Everything  Vines  said  is  the  sanctuary  includes  a  new  andour  other  Mississippi 
verifiable.  All  of  it  is  fact,  not  baptistry,  additional  lighting,  evangelists  to  your  church, 
opinion.  If  Vines  was  hateful  painting,  and  carpet.  Size  or  location  does  not 

in  just  mentioning  the  truth  Because  of  the  rippling  matter.  They  are  harvesters  and 
about  Mohammed's  family  effect  Lowrey  Memorial  will  go  wherever  the  Lord 
life,  then  anyone  who  states  Church  has  had  across  the  opens  doors.  Use  them  to  assist 
Editor:  the  truth  about  someone  else  area  for  more  than  a  century,  your  church  in  fulfilling  the 

P.M.  South,  in  his  letter  in  is  hateful.  Under  that  defini-  we  are  bold  to  press  on  to  Great  Commission, 

the  February  13  issue,  states  tion,  NBC  News  anchor  Tom  achieve  this  task  for  God's  Gregg  Thomas,  pastor 

"How  about  exposing  the  bla-  Brokaw  is  hateful.  All  the  glory.  Further  information  on  Parkway  Churcn 

tant  liberalism  that  infests  the  people  who  were  interviewed  this  project  can  be  obtained  Houston 

(Cooperative  Baptist  ana  who  disagreed  with  by  contacting  the  church  at 

Fellowship)?  This  is  well-doc-  Vines  were  hateful  and  P.O.  Box  216,  Blue  Mountain, 

umented.  I  would  appreci-  preachers  of  hate  and  divi-  MS  38610.  E-mail:  CONFUSED  THINKING 

ate  your  publishing  these  sion  in  what  they  stated.  lmbc@dixie-net.com. 

"documented"  facts.  Also,  I  Willard  'Willy' k.  Crawley,  Sr.  Tom  Sumrall,  pastor  Editor: 

would  ask  of  South  if  he  has  Walls  Lowery  Memorial  Church  As  time  goes  by,  there  are 

talked  with  Daniel  Vestal,  .  Blue  Mountain  more  and  more  protests  con- 

head  of  the  Cooperative  ceming  the  use  or  capital  pun- 

Baptist  Fellowship,  to  sub-  LOWREY  RISING  ishment.  In  a  recent  letter  to  The 

stantiate  his  facts.  HARVESTERS  Clarion-Ledger  newspaper,  a 

Bill  Ballou  Editor:  writer  protested  the  state's  lat- 

Abilene,  Texas  Following  the  Civil  War,  Editor:  est  execution  of  a  criminal  con- 

several  Baptist  families  who  God  has  called  some  men  to  victed  of  a  particularly  heinous 
had  been  involved  in  the  the  ministry  of  vocational  evan-  crime.  A  young  woman  had 
NOT  HATEFUL  Mississippi  Baptist  Association  gelism.  These  men  have  a  vital  been  brutally  beaten  and  raped, 

of  1806  moved  to  Blue  ministry  in  the  Lord’s  church  then  mutilated  with  a  knife 
Editor:  Mountain  to  begin  a  new  and  can  be  a  catalyst  for  bring-  while  still  alive.  She  was  left 

The  news  media,  secularists,  church.  General  Mark  Perrin  ing  people  to  Jesus.  We  are  alone  to  die  in  the  woods, 
and  liberal  Christians  do  not  Lowrey  was  one  of  the  leaders,  blessed  in  Mississippi  with  a  In  the  same  letter,  the  writer 
understand  Biblical  Christianity,  in  the  new  community-  After  fine  group  of  vocational  evange-  let  it  be  known  that  he  was  in 
Biblical  Christianity  is  about  he  established  Blue  Mountain  lists  who  serve  our  Lord  in  both  favor  of  abortion.  Isn’t  someone 
proclaiming  the  truth.  It  is  not  Female  College  in  1873,  the  preaching  and  worship  min-  guilty  of  confused  thinking?  It's 
hate  that  causes  us  as  Christians  population  of  the  community  istries.  During  the  22  years  that  I  all  right  to  kill  and  innocent  lit- 
to  speak  out  against  those  who  began  to  increase.  The  building  have  been  a  pastor,  it  has  been  tie  baby  who  is  guilty  of  noth- 
disagree  with  Scripture.  v  of  the  original  church,  named  my  privilege  to  use  many  of  ing,  but  this  hard-core  murderer 
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Sunday  morning,  allowing 
more  laypeople  to  take  part. 

The  registration  fee  is  $61 . 
Meal  plans,  room  rates,  and 
package  prices  are  available. 
Ridgecrest  is  located  1 7  miles 
east  of  Asheville  on  Interstate 
40,  and  Giorieta  is  located  1 8 
miles  northeast  of  Santa  Fe.  For 
more  information,  call  Ron 
Pratt  at  (61 5)  251-2065  or  visit 
www.lifeway.com  and  click  on 
the  conference  center  tab. 


Good  Hope,  Batesville:  March  former  members  are  invited 


West  Fifth  St.,  Laurel,  MS  39440; 


13-16;  youth  lock-in;  Thur.,  6:30 

f.m.;  Fri.  and  Sat.,  7  p.m;  Sunday, 
1  a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  Blake 
Newsom,  Delta  State,  preaching; 
Clint  Newsom,  Tupelo,  music; 
Gerald  H.  Walker,  pastor. 

Trace  Ridge,  Ridgeland: 

March  23;  25th  anniversary;  wor¬ 
ship,  10  a.m.;  lunch  will  be  served; 
for  more  information,  call  (601) 
856-2529;  all  former  staff  and 
members  are  cordially  invited. 

Escatawpa,  Escatawpa:  March 
16-19;  Sunday,  1050  a.m.  and  6 
p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  6:30  p.m. 
Williams,  < 

Cottingham, 

Johnston,  pastor. 

First,  Belzoni:  March  23-26; 
Jerry  Sullivan,  Magee, 

R.L.  and  Beth  Sigrest, 


Cary  F.  Worthington,  pastor. 

Gum  Grove,  Brookhaven: 

March  16-19;  Johnny  Sykes,  Military,  Sumrall:  March  16- 
evangelist;  Mark  Brown,  music;  17;  Sunday,  9:30  a.m.,  10:30  a.m., 
Jimmy  Smith,  pastor.  1:30  p.m.;  Mon.,  7  p.m.;  Jim 

Futral,  executive  director-treasur- 
Friendship,  McComb:  March  er  Mississippi  Baptist 
23;  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  Ricky  Convention  Board,  evangelist; 

Kennedy,  East  McComb,  Danny  Shows,  music;  Mike 

McComb,  evangelist;  Philip  Aultman,  pastor. 

Alford,  North  McComb, 

McComb,  music;  LaVeme  Wheeler  Grove,  Corinth: 
Summerlin,  pastor.  March  30-April  2;  Sunday  6:30 

p.m.;  Mon. -Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Harvey 
Cato,  Mendenhall:  July  27;  Reeves,  evangelist;  Kara 
150th  anniversary;  worship,  ll  am;  Blackard,  pastor. 

Wed.,  6:30  p.m.;  Billy  lunch  will  follow;  historical  pro- 

evangelist;  Ronnie  gram,  1  pm;  a  day  of  remembrance  Duck  Hill,  Duck  Hill:  March 

-  music;  Greg  will  be  held  Dec.  14.  30;  sesquicentennial  celebration, 

1 1  a.m.;  lunch  will  follow;  Johnny 
West  Laurel,  Laurel:  Oct.  3-5;  Hutchison,  speaker;  Travis  Gray, 
centennial  celebration;  former  pastor, 
members  and  friends  should 

send  their  current  address  to  1400  Richmond.  Tupelo:  April  6-9: 


music; 
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Family  Bible  Study 


because  of  our  goodness,  sake  of  causing  any  more  dam-  God  is  Great  — God's  power 
but  because  of  His  charac-  age  to  His  own  name.  Likewise,  is  greater  than  any  other  on  earth, 
ter,  as  we  will  see  in  this  Jaoez,  in  I  Chronicles  4:9-10,  His  awesome  power  is  displayed 
week's  Scripture  pas-  asked  that  he  not  be  pained,  that  before  all  who  recognize  Him  as 
sages.  he  would  not  cause  pain.  The  Almighty  God. 

First,  Daniel  recog-  sensitivity  of  these  two  men  to  God  u  Righteous  —  Because 
nized  that  God's  power  sparing  God's  great  and  holy  God  is  a  righteous  God,  His  peo- 
and  presence  are  part  of  name  to  any  further  shame  is  pie  need  to  acknowledge  their 
His  character.  Even  as  he  inspirational.  sin  both  individually  ana  cordb- 

approached  God’s  throne,  How  often  do  we  act  on  our  rately.  Our  pure  and  holy  God 
Daniel  chose  to  call  God  own  selfish  desires  without  ever  will  not  be  mocked;  sin  is  repug- 
by  names  that  reflected  considering  the  impact  it  has  on  nant  to  Him  and  believers  must 
aracter.  According  to  Bible  God's  reputation  in  our  commu-  repent  through  sincere  prayer. 

nities?  Know  this:  God  will  not  God  is  Merciful — Goa  hears 

be  ridiculed.  We  appear  foolish  to  and  answers  prayer,  not  because 
the  unbelieving  world  and  test  we  are  righteous,  but  because  He 
God's  patience  when  we  forget  is  merciful.  His  mercy  comes 


Praying  That  Focuses  on  God 

I  Chronicles  4:9-10;  Daniel  9:1-19 

By  Lori  Clendinning  reassuring  instruct 


"Mom-m-my-eeeeee!  Dad-d-  His 
dy-eeeee!"  anx 

A  child's  scream  in  the  mid-  min 
die  of  the  night  after  a  bad  V 
dream  or  a  fall  from  his  bed  is  a  Wh; 
specific,  heart-stopping  sound  our 

that  sends  concerned  parents  bling 'times,  rather  than  the  name  lohim) 
running  to  their  child’s  bed-  of  the  President  or  military  lead- 
side.  What  makes  a  little  one  ers?  Despite  evidence  of  great 
ciy  out  for  his  mom  or  dad?  earthly  power  exhibited  by  men, 

Why  not  for  his  teacher  or  believers  know  that  God's  power 
neighbor  or  even  a  sibling?  He  and  presence  is  real  and  sustain- 
knows  first-hand  that  mom  or  ing,  the  ultimate  source  of  comfort 
dad  will  come  running  to  help,  and  strength.  In  a  secular  world- 
Good  parents  will  assess  the  view,  many  people  do  not  pray 
situation  and  provide  the  because  of  their  mistaken  views  of 
appropriate  help  and  comfort,  God.  They  may  struggle  with 
such  as  gentle,  reassuring  believing  mat  God  is  interested  in 
words  and  nugs.  Similarly,  ana  or  attentive  to  their  individual  dr- 
yet  beyond  comparison,  God  cumstances.  Others  view  God  as 
nears  the  cries  or  His  hurting  powerless  to  act  in  their  drcum- 
children  and  always  responds,  stances  or  in  the  world. 

It  may  not  be  the  answer  we  The  biblical 
expected  or  wanted,  but  it  is  affirms  that 
always  for  our  best.  Gentle, 


(Yanwen  lorum),  snowing  a  bal-  God  s  patience  when  we  forget  is  mei 

ance  between  the  great  and  Him  or  treat  Him  flippantly.  He  from  His  great  and  wonderful 
dreadful  God  (v.  4)  ana  the  God  is  not  a  hired  servant,  waiting  to  love  as  demonstrated  by  the  sac- 
of  mercies  and  forgiveness  (v.  9).  do  our  bidding.  He  is  tire  great  rifice  of  His  son,  Jesus.  Answers 
Daniel  knew  Goa  as  holy  and  God  of  the  universe  and  "all  His  to  our  prayers  never  come  from 
pure,  thus  he  prayed  with  numil-  ways  are  just;  A  God  of  faithful-  our  efforts,  but  by  His. 
lty,  confessing  the  sins  of  God's  ness  and  without  injustice,  right-  *  Praise  to  our  great  and 
people.  eous  and  uprignt  is  He."  dreadful  God,  the  God  of  mer- 

Daniel  displayed  humble  sub-  Deuteronomy  32: 4.  (NAS)  cies  and  forgiveness;  and,  as 

mission  before  asking  for  any-  Dare  we  approach  His  believers  in  Jesus  Christ,  praise 
thing  on  behalf  of  God's  people,  throne  with  any  other  attitude  to  the  One  who  adopted  us  as 
His  intercession  on  Israel’s  benalf  than  that  of  great  humility,  sons  and  daughters.  Praise  to 
was  passionate  and  pointed:  He  recognizing  His  awesome  and  our  "Abba,"  our  wonderful  and 
first  confessed  that  God's  people  mighty  power?  Like  Daniel  comforting  Daddy  who  always 
were  an  embarrassment,  a  ana  Jabez,  we  should  focus  hears  our  cries. 

worldview  reproach  to  watchful  unbeliev-  our  prayers  on  God,  praising  - - 

believers  can  ers.  He  asked  for  forgiveness  and  Him  for  who  He  is:  great,  Clendinning  is  member  of  First 
approach  God  in  prayer  not  relief  from  God's  wrath  for  the  righteous,  and  merciful.  Church,  Brandon. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Honor  the  Lord 

I  Kings  5:2-7;  6:11-14;  7:51 
By  Harold  Simmons 


stated  in  his  will  that  a  honor  to  the  God  whom  we  love,  build  the  building  and  furnish 
very  large  sum  of  Understand  How  to  Honor  it,  but  he  also  gave  the 
money  was  to  be  given  the  Lord  (I  Kings  6:11-13).  God  resources  for  it  to  function.  He 
to  Union  University,  a  spoke  to  Solomon  about  the  put  into  the  treasury  all  the 
Tennessee  Baptist  temple,  but  he  spoke  more  gold  and  silver  that  David  had 
school.  One  of  the  new  about  obedience.  God  wanted  dedicated  (set  aside  for  the  spe- 
dormitories  was  Solomon,  and  us,  to  know  that  cific  purpose), 

named  for  him  in  his  buildings  and  rituals  in  no  way  Near  our  kitchen  window  we 
■.  In  verse  3  are  the  substitute  for  obedience.  Once  have  several  bird  feeders.  I 

again,  God  reminds  Solomon  of  watched  as  a  chickadee  worked 
the  covenant  that  he  had  with  feverishly^at  the  woodpecker 
David  concerning  the  blessing  block  to  dislodge  some  of  the 
of  a  continued  dynasty.  The  key  seeds  and  nuts  which  are  stuck 
the  Lord.  to  that  covenant  was  obedience  together  by  hardened  com 

What  was  the  driving  force  to  the  Lord's  directions.  The  syrup.  The  little  bird  stayed  with 
(motivation)  that  caused  blessing  would  be  twofold  to  tne  task  even  though  he  had  to 
Solomon  to  be  so  determined  to  the  people  of  Israel.  First,  there  overcome  the  obstacle  of  having 
build  the  temple?  It  was  the  same  would  fee  the  continuity  in  the  to  work  through  small  openings 
force  that  caused  the  pastor  to  transfer  of  power  from  one  of  the  wire  basket  that  held  tne 
give  the  gift  to  Union  University-  king  to  anotner  without  great  block  of  food.  When  we  keep  on 
cWotion.  Out  of  Solomon's  love  disruption.  Second,  God  would  working,  even  through  hard- 
for  God  came  the  drive  to  do  not  abandon  his  people.  They  ships,  to  honor  the  Lord,  we 
something  abstract  and  tangible  would  have  his  continued  honor  him.  Acts  of  devotion 
that  would  honor  God  before  abiding  presence.  Once  again,  such  as  spending  a  day  in 
men,  and  this  act  had  the  desired  these  blessings  come  from  prayer,  giving  to  a  special  offer- 
effect.  Look  at  the  comment  of  learning  and  obeying  God’s  mg  or  participating  on  a  mission 
Hiram  in  verse  7,  "Praise  be  to  the  commands.  trip  give  honor  to  God. 


about  the  letters  and 
was  told  that  the  ini- 
In  Izmir,  Turktey  (ancient  tials  were  for  Deus 
Smyrna),  there  is  a  Christian  Optimus  Maximus-(to  simmons  , 
community  that  supports  a  the  glory  of)  God,  The  Greatest,  honor 
church  in  the  city.  In  fact,  the  The  Highest.  What  greater  words  "for  the  Name  of  the 
church  is  also  used  by  the  symbol  could  have  been  put  on  Lord  his  God"  and  in  verse  5 
NATO  forces  as  a  place  to  wor-  tne  building?  are  "for  my  Name."  The  tern- 

ship.  The  building  is  not  a  large  In  our  lesson  this  week,  we  pie  was  to  honor  the  name  of 
structure  with  a  rather  non-  read  of  Solomon  building  the 
descript  exterior,  but  the  interi-  Temple  for  that  very  reason-  to 
or  is  beautiful.  Over  the  entry-  give  nonor  to  the  Lord, 
way  there  are  paintings  of  for-  Determined  to  Build  the 
mer  pastors.  One  of  the  pastors  Temple  (  I  Kings  5:2-7).  The 
was  Polycarp  who  was  mar-  actions  of  Solomon  can  be 
tyred  for  his  steadfast  refusal  to  called  nothing  less  than  deter- 
say  the  Caesar  is  lord.  There  are  mined.  He  nad  a  drive  to 
large  paintings  of  the  four  accomplish  the  task.  Solomon 
evangelists  (gospel  writers)  wanted  to  do  something  that 
that  use  animals  and  birds  to  would  bring  honor  the  Lord, 
symbolize  the  writers.  The  out-  There  was  a  pastor  in  West 
side  does  not  have  much  to  Tennessee  who  had  been  the 
identify  it  as  a  church  because  pastor  of  a  medium  size 
of  the  laws  of  the  country,  church  for  30  years.  In  those 
There  are  three  letters  painted  years  he  had  been  advised  by  was  the  catar 
on  the  outside  -D.O.M.  I  asked  some  of  the  members  on  how  from  others. 


a 


Destruction  of  biblical  sites  draws  criticism 


NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  — 
A  sacred  Jewish  burial  site  tra- 


has  been  destroyed  by 
Palestinian  vandals,  an  action 
one  Southern  Baptist  seminary 


Eric  Cantor,  R-Va.,  to  bar  all  aid 
to  the  Palestinian  Authority  if  it 
persists  in  the  destruction  of 
Jewish  artifacts. 

"Connected  with 
such  destruction  is 
extreme  religious  intol¬ 
erance  —  con¬ 
trary  to  the 
Jeffersonian 
principles  of 
the  free  exer¬ 
cise  of  religion  _ 

held  dear  by  all  An< 
Americans," 

Cantor  said  in  intro¬ 
ducing  his  bill 
designed  specifically 
to  protect  the  Temple 
Mount.  "Thousands  of 
years  of  Judeo- 
Christian  heritage  is 
under  siege." 

The  destruction  of 


aid  "We  are  talking  about  the 
if  it  tomb  of  one  of  die  fathers  of  our 
of  nation,"  Natan  Sharansky, 
Israel's  construction  and 
housing  minister,  told 
The  Post.  T  do  not  know 
who  should  be  criticized 
more  here,  those  who 
destroyed  it,  or  our¬ 
selves  for  ignoring  it." 

Calling  for  the  Israeli 
government  to  publi¬ 
cize  details  of  the 
Andrews  destruction,  Sharansky 
added,  "Imagine  for  a 
tro-  second  that  if,  God  forbid,  one 
bill  of  the  graves  of  a  Moslem  holy 
illy  man  were  to  be  damaged,  the 
iple  Muslims  would  be  on  the  barri- 
>  of  cades  and  the  United  Nations 
eo-  would  pass  one  resolution  after 
is  another,  and  they  would  be 
correct  in  doing  so." 


PALESTINIAN  CONSTRUC¬ 
TION  —  The  Palestinian 
Authority  continues  to  unilater¬ 
ally  change  the  face  of  the  terri¬ 
tory  it  controls,  despite  protests 
from  Christian  groups  and 
archaeological  experts  that 
priceless  artifacts  are  being 
destroyed.  An  example  is  the 
arches  and  rubble  in  the  south¬ 
east  corner  of  the  Temple 
Mount.  In  the  early  1990s  the 
arch  entrances  were  closed,  but 
the  Fblestinians  have  recreated 
historically-incorrect  entrances 
to  two  of  the  arches  and  started 
on  a  third  arch,  all  without  con¬ 
sulting  interested  parties. 
(Photo  courtesy  of  Committee 
for  the  Prevention  of 
Destruction  of  Antiquities  on 
the  Temple  Mount) 


Bibliocipher 

By  Charles  Marx 
copyright  2003 

SEB  PXECEAFAB  CXUTT 
KE  NXA  POTT  ES  REK, 
NXA  CUDA  OC  DM 
ZBENXAB,  UKG  DM 
COCNAB,  UKG  DENXAB. 

DUflW  NXBAA: 
NXOBNM-SOFA 
Clue:  0=H 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge. 
A  King  lames  Version  Bible 
verse  has  been  encoded  by  let¬ 
ter  substitution.  The  same  letter 
is  substituted  throughout  the 
puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error. 
Answer  to  last  week’s  puzzle: 
Mark  1:15 


[irofessor  regards  as  a  tragic 
oss  for  students  of  biblical 
archaeology. 

"It's  a  travesty  to  all 
humankind  when  traditional  or 
archaeological  sites  are 
destroyed  —  sites  that  are 
revered  and  respected-regard¬ 
less  of  who  does  it  in  the  name 
of  science  or  war  or  anger,"  said 
Steve  Andrews,  professor  of 
Old  Testament  and  archaeolo- 

fy  at  Midwestern  Seminary  in 
ansas  City,  Mo. 

This  destruction  comes  in 
the  wake  of  legislation  offered 
in  the  107th  Congress  by  Rep. 


The  destruction  of  Andrews,  who  directs 
the  site  traditionally  Midwestern  Seminary's  Morton- 
regarded  as  Joseph's  Seats  Institute  of  Archaeology 
tomb  was  first  discov-  and  Anthropology,  sees  validity 
ered  in  late  February,  in  Sharansky's  assessment,  call- 
Entry  to  the  tomb  has  ing  for  increased  protection  of 
been  forbidden  since  all  Middle  Eastern  sites  of  reli- 
October  2002  due  to  gious  significance. 

Palestinian  control  of  "I  think  that  this  needs  to  be 
Nablus,  the  city  where  it  is  locat-  an  issue  in  the  whole  peace 
ed.  A  Jewish  group  known  as  plan  -  that  traditional  sites 
Bratslav  Hassidim  continues  to  would  be  revered  and  respect- 

ill _ 11  1  1  .1  .  i  .  . 


enter  the  site  illegally,  however,  ed  so  that  we're  not  going  to  see 
and  was  tiie  first  group  of  Israelis  New  Testament  Jericho  dese- 
to  discover  the  destruction,  crated  or  we’re  not  going  to  see 


to  discover  the  destruction, 
according  to  The  Jerusalem  Post. 

"The  grave  was  pounded 
with  hammers.  The  tree  at  the 
entrance  is  broken,"  Bratslav 
leader  Aaron  Klieger  said  in  the 
Feb.  21  edition  of  The  Post.  Car 
parts  and  trash  littered  the 
tomb,  which  has  a  "huge  hole 
in  its  dome,"  he  added. 

The  incident  has  left  Israeli 
government  officials  indignant. 


crated  or  we’re  not  going  to  see 
anyone  try  and  storm  the 
Temple  Mount  to  remove  the 
Islamic  people  from  it.  It  works 
both  ways/  he  said. 

Andrews  explained  that 
Joseph’s  tomb  is  what  archaeolo¬ 
gists  refer  to  as  a  "traditional 
site"  —  a  site  suspected  to  be 
associated  with  a  particular  bib¬ 
lical  event  but  a  site  that 
nonetheless  lacks  concrete  evi¬ 


dence  to  connect  it  with  that 
event.  Other  examples  of  tradi¬ 
tional  sites  include  David's  tomb 
on  Mt.  Zion,  the  Church  of  the 
Holy  Sepulcher  where  Jesus  is 
saia  to  have  been  buried,  and  an 
upper  room  in  Jerusalem  where 
Jesus  is  said  to  have  observed 
the  Passover  with  his  disciples. 

"Joseph  was  embalmed  in 
Egypt,  and  the  promise  was  to 
carry  his  bones  out  of  Egypt 
and  bury  them  in  Canaan," 
Andrews  said.  "They  buried  the 
embalmed  body  somewhere  in 
Shechem  area  (modern-day 
Nablus).  We  don't  have  the  evi¬ 
dence  to  say  this  is  exactly  the 
place  where  he  was  buried.  It's 
just  revered  by  tradition." 

Nevertheless,  Andrews 
emphasizes  the  archaeological 
value  of  the  site  and  its  sacred 
meaning  for  Jews.  "Because  it's 
a  traditional  site  doesn't  lessen 
the  fact  that  it's  revered  and 
held  to  be  special  by  Jews. 

"There  may  be  antiquity 
there,  and  as  such  it  needs  to  be 
studied,"  he  said. 

In  an  effort  to  promote  the 
study  of  such  antiquity.  Cantor 
offered  The  Temple  Mount 
Preservation  Act,  H.R.  2566,  in 
the  107th  Congress,  a  bill  that 
would  have  withheld  U.S.  finan¬ 
cial  aid  to  tiie  Palestinians  until 
all  unauthorized  excavations  of 
the  Temple  Mount  are  stopped. 

Cantor,  who  serves  as  chief 
deputy  majority  whip  in  the 
House  of  Representatives, 
noted  that  in  2lXX)  Congress 
appropriated  $400  million  for 
the  Palestinians  over  a  period  of 
three  years.  Additionally,  the 
Unitea  States  provides 
Palestinians  with  about  $75  mil¬ 
lion  in  indirect  aid  each  year. 


Baptist  World  Alliance  sets  'survival'  campaign 

\KT  A  CUTKIPTAK T  /  a  nn\  t  t-  i  o  ..  .  _  A  ^ 


WASHINGTON  (ABP)  — 
Calling  it  a  matter  of  "the  sur¬ 
vival  of  the  Baptist  World 
Alliance  (BWA),"  the  BWA  is 
launching  a  Make  Up  the 
Difference  fund-raising  cam- 


In  February,  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention's  Executive 
Committee  approved  a  plan  to  take  place  in  July  during  the 
reduce  SBC  funding  of  BWA  BWAs  General  Council  meet- 
from  $425,000  to  $300,000  and  ing  in  Seoul,  Korea, 
use  the  savings  to  create  an  inter-  Citing  a  current  operating 

national  organization  that  critics  deficit  of  more  than  $600,000  as 
say  will  compete  with  BWA.  well  as  the  proposed  SBC  cut. 

The  SBC’s  conservative  lead-  Stanford  told  the  Western 
ers  disapprove  of  BWA's  plan  Recorder  of  Kentucky:  "It  is  a 
to  admit  the  Cooperative  very  critical  situation.  We're 
Baptist  Fellowship  (CBF)  as  a  talking  about  the  survival  of 
member  body.  Tne  CBF  is  a  the  Baptist  World  Alliance, 
group  of  moderate  Baptist  "We  don't  want  to  do  any- 
churches  and  individuals  thing  to  inflame  the  situation 
opposed  to  the  conservative  [witn  SBC  leaders],"  he 
takeover  of  the  SBC.  The  CBF  added.  "At  the  same  time,  we 
now  funds  its  own  missionar-  feel  like  it  would  be  irrespon- 
ies,  seminaries,  retirement  plan  sible  to  not  ask  people  to 
and  other  ministries.  make  up  the  difference. 

The  CBF’s  Coordinating  The  BWA  Executive 


Action  on  the  CBF  member¬ 
ship  application  is  expected  to 
take  place  in  July  during  the 


paign  to  offset  the  anticipated  national  organization  that  critics 
annual  loss  of  $125,000  from  say  will  compete  with  BWA. 
the  Southern  Baptist  The  SBC’s  conservative  lead- 
Convention  (SBC).  ers  disapprove  of  BWA's  plan 

In  a  March  3  letter  to  BWA  to  admit  the  Cooperative 
supporters  around  the  world.  Baptist  Fellowship  (CBF)  as  a 
Alan  Stanford,  BWA’s  regional  member  body.  The  CBF  is  a 
secretary  for  North  America,  group  of  moderate  Baptist 
said  the  campaign  "is  not  an  churches  and  individuals 
ordinary  fund-raising  appeal."  opposed  to  the  conservative 
Stanford  said  the  interna-  takeover  of  the  SBC.  The  CBF 
tional  Baptist  organization  "is  now  funds  its  own  missionar- 
facing  a  crisis  as  a  result  of  the  ies,  seminaries,  retirement  plan 
controversy  in  the  Southern  and  other  ministries. 

Baptist  Convention,  along  with  The  CBF’s  Coordinating 
the  challenge  we  face  with  Council  declared  the  organiza- 
today’s  economic  downturn."  tion  officially  separate  from  the 
"Because  of  the  Cooperative  SBC  late  last  year,  although 
Baptist  Fellowship’s  pending  CBF  does  not  consider  itself  a 
application  for  membership  in  "denomination"  or  "conven- 
the  Baptist  World  Alliance,  the  tion"  because  of  objections  to 


the  Baptist  World  Alliance. 

"We  don't  want  to  do  any¬ 
thing  to  inflame  the  situation 
[witn  SBC  leaders],"  he 
added.  "At  the  same  time,  we 
feel  like  it  would  be  irrespon¬ 
sible  to  not  ask  people  to 
make  up  the  difference. ' 

The  BWA  Executive 


Council  declared  the  organiza-  Committee,  meeting  March  3-5 
tion  officially  separate  from  the  in  Washington,  also  approved  a 
SBC  late  last  year,  although  20%  cut  in  this  yearfs  budget, 
CBF  does  not  consider  itself  a  reducing  planned  expenditures 


.  .  - -  reducing  planned  expenditures 

application  for  membership  m  denomination"  or  "conven-  from  $2.11  million  to  $1.69  mil- 

the  Baptist  World  Alliance,  the  tion"  because  of  objections  to  lion.  The  annual  budget  funds 
Southern  Baptist  Convention’s  that  terminology.  BWA’s  work  among  206  Baptist 

leadership  has  determined  Because  most  churches  that  conventions  and  unions 
that  they  will  reduce  their  cur-  support  CBF  traditionally  have  around  the  world, 
rent  $425,000  annual  contribu-  been  Southern  Baptist  church-  The  proposal  to  reduce  the 
Jj®*  by  30  Percent<"  fie  wrote,  es,  SBC  leaders  regard  CBF  as  a  SBC's  financial  support  of  BWA 
This  is  very  unfortunate  "splinter"  group  that  siphons  came  during  last  month’s  SBC 
because  the  BWA  wants  to  off  funds  that  rightfully  belong  Executive  Committee  meeting 
work  with  all  Baptists."  to  Southern  Baptists.  in  Nashville.  The  recommenda- 


The  Baptist  Record- 
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tion,  which  will  be  presented 
for  action  by  SBC  messengers 
in  June,  calls  for  the  SBC  to  real¬ 
locate  $125,000  from  BWA  sup¬ 
port  to  initiate  an  international 
network  of  "like-minded 
Christian  bodies." 

Emphasizing  that  the  BWA 
"is  the  original  and  only  recog¬ 
nized  Baptist  world  fellow¬ 
ship,"  Stanford's  letter  noted, 
"Many  of  the  Baptist  conven¬ 
tions  and  unions  it  represents 
are  persecuted  minorities  in 
their  homelands  who  depend 
on  the  strength  of  the  united 
Baptist  world  family  to  be  their 
voice  for  religious  freedom  and 
human  rights.” 

In  addition  to  seeking  one¬ 
time  financial  gifts  from  indi¬ 
viduals  and  churches,  the  cam¬ 
paign  includes  a  focus  on 
enlisting  "BWA  Global  Impact 
Churches"  to  provide  ongoing 
financial  support. 

Stanford,  who  also  serves 
as  BWA's  director  for  global 
impact,  said  BWA  leaders 
have  "formulated  a  strategy 
of  beginning  a  network  of 
mission-minded  churches 
around  the  globe  to  be  direct¬ 
ly  involved  in  the  ministry 
and  support  of  the  BWA." 
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